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NIAGARA NEWS

‘It’s unheard of’: Westview Centre 4 Women
receives substantial charitable donation

Toronto-based Owemanco Charitable Foundation presented the St. Catharines women’s organization with a $90,000 gift — to spend how it sees
fit.
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Westview Centre 4 Women executive director Jane LaVacca listens as Warren Morris, president of
Owemanco Charitable Foundation, addresses a crowd after the foundation donated $90,000 to
help the organization continue its work.

Matthew P. Barker/St. Catharines Standard
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In front of a packed dining room of women enjoying a Christmas dinner,
executives with the Westview Centre 4 Women learned the organization
would receive a sizeable gift.

Toronto-based Owemanco (Ontario Wealth Management Corporation)
Charitable Foundation donated $90,000 to the charity helping women in
the community, the first time it has done so for a Niagara-based
organization.

Foundation president Warren Morris said Owemanco chooses one charity a
year in southern Ontario to make a donation and specifically looks for
organizations serving the indigent or those dealing with mental health
issues.

“We look for organizations that are grassroots, volunteer-based, that run on
a shoestring budget and that could really use our help,” he said.

The foundation was created by Ontario Wealth Management Corporation
owner Graham Tobe in 2015. It donates roughly five per cent of its
management fees to charitable organizations assisting vulnerable
communities.

Shibayle Tobe, a board of directors member, said when she and other board
members visited Westview Centre 4 Women (WC4W) they were moved by
the work being done.

“It really seems like the type of place helping those who often have been
forgotten in our society,” she said.

“That was extremely impactful for us to experience.”

Morris added he was impressed with the amount Westview does for the



community with so little.

Jane LaVacca, WC4W executive director, was flabbergasted to learn the size
of the donation.

“It’s unheard of, it really is. Especially when they give the money and don’t
even direct where they want you to use it,” she said.

“They said, ‘you know your program, use it where you think you need it
best.’ That is completely unheard of.”

Since moving into 17 Gale Cres. last year, WC4W has been involved in
costly updates, including upgrading its kitchen and dining area and
installing an elevator .

LaVacca said to be the first in Niagara to be chosen to receive the donation
“is pretty amazing.”

“It’s confirmation that we’re going in the right direction, we're doing the
right thing,” she said.

“It says we made the best decision relocating, and we now have a building
big enough to do everything we need to do, and the community is
supporting that.”

Receiving a donation like this allows the organization to “catch its breath,”
LaVacca said, as it allows the work to continue.

“It finishes off what our vision is, we look at it and go, ‘we’re going to be
able to be there,” she said.

‘WC4W operates many programs assisting women with varied needs,
including those dealing with addictions and working in the sex trade.

“That need is very different than your basic low-income woman who comes
in trying to make ends meet, raising her kids,” LaVacca said. “So, we need
very different areas in the building, and this is going to provide that.”

‘ Matthew P. Barker is a St. Catharines-based general assignment reporter for the Standard.
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